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ÅStandards and employability - Strategies

ÅAcademic standards - Strategies

ÅStrategies for preparing our students

ÅStudent Support



WHY EDUCATIONAL 
STANDARDS?

In the age of accountability and data, achieved 
benchmarks to indicate progress are essential 
because they help us to identify where our 
individual students are in the educational process, 
and what we can do to help them reach their 
personal goals. 

Standards provide a target for students to 
transition successfully to college, to the workplace, 
or other meaningful endeavors.
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STANDARDS PROMOTE 
EFFECTIVE LEARNING



STANDARDS PROMOTE 
EFFECTIVE LEARNING

ñLearning and innovation skills are the skills that 

separate students who are prepared for 

increasingly complex life and work environments 

in the 21st century... A focus on creativity, critical 

thinking, communication and collaboration is 

essential to prepare students for the future.ò 

-PARTNERSHIP FOR  21ST CENTURY LEARNING 

www.p21.org/our-work/p21-framework



STANDARDS PROMOTE 
EFFECTIVE LEARNING

CCR standards suggest three advances namely:

1. regular practice with complex text and its 

academic language; 

2. reading, writing, and speaking grounded in 

evidence from text (both literary and 

informational); 

3. building knowledge through content-rich 

nonfiction

- Pimentel, 2013; Student Achievement Partners, 2012



TYPES OF STANDARDS
Soft Skills and Workplace
Å SCANS ό{ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅΩǎ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻƴ !ŎƘƛŜǾƛƴƎ bŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ {ƪƛƭƭǎύ
Å EFF (Equipped for the Future)

Å 21st Century Skills 
Å Employability Skills Framework

Academic Skills and Content
Å CCRS (College and Career Readiness Standards)

Å ELPS (English Language Proficiency Standards) 

Å CASAS Content Standards
Å 21st Century Skills 

Level Descriptors
Å NRS (National Recording System)

Å CASAS (Comprehensive Adult Student Assessment Systems) 

Å Others



WORKFORCE INNOVATION AND 
OPPORTUNITY ACT (WIOA)

The Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA) highlights the 

importance of preparing all adults, including ELLs, for continued 

education and training beyond high school. Continued education helps 

adults obtain jobs in high-demand industries and career fields and 

earn wages that can lead to greater economic stability

American Institutes of Research. (2016). 
English Language Proficiency Standards 

for Adult Education. 
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CONTRIVED COMMUNICATION

Dialogs provide 
scaffolding to 

real 
communication



AUTHENTIC COMMUNICATION

ά!ǳǘƘŜƴǘƛŎέ 
Communication 
is when students 
improvise with 
the language.
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CONTRIVED COLLABORATION 

Group work where 
students ask and 
answer questions 

provides 
scaffolding to real 

collaboration.



REAL COLLABORATION 

άwŜŀƭέ 
Collaboration is 
when students 

work together to 
make decisions.



SOFT SKILLS & WORKPLACE
SCANS EFF

21st

Century
Employability 

Skills Framework

Basic Skills

Thinking Skills

Personal Qualities

Resources

Interpersonal Skills

Information

Systems

Technology

Communication 

Decision Making

Interpersonal

Lifelong Learning 

Life and Career 

Critical Thinking

Collaboration

Creativity

Communication

Information

Media

Technology

Interpersonal Skills

Personal Qualities

Technology Use

Systems Thinking

Communication Skills

Information Use

Resource Management

Critical Thinking Skills

Applied Academic Skills



SOFT SKILLS & WORKPLACE
SCANS EFF

21st

Century
Employability 

Skills Framework

Basic Skills

Thinking Skills

Personal Qualities

Resources

Interpersonal Skills

Information

Systems

Technology

Communication 

Decision Making

Interpersonal

Lifelong Learning 

Life and Career 

Critical Thinking

Collaboration

Creativity

Communication

Information

Media

Technology

Interpersonal Skills

Personal Qualities

Technology Use

Systems Thinking

Communication Skills

Information Use

Resource Management

Critical Thinking Skills

Applied Academic Skills



CRITICAL THINKING



REAL CRITICAL THINKING
GUIDING PRINCIPLE

Write a one sentence guiding 
principle of critical thinking in 
the classroom.  Start with:  
ά¢ŀǎƪǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΧέ

Write in the chat box.



άTasks that require learners to think 

deeper than the superficial 

vocabulary and meaningέ

Jenkins & Johnson 2016

REAL CRITICAL THINKING
GUIDING PRINCIPLE



EXAMPLES OF CRITICAL 
THINKING ACTIVITIES

Áanalyzing data (graphs, charts)

Áclassifying

Ácollaborating over a problem

Ácomparing (VENN, Johari, charts)

Ádefining concepts

Áevaluating information with a rubric

Á individually solving problems

Ápredicting outcomes

Á ranking

Á reaching consensus

Ásummarizing concepts



EXAMPLES OF CRITICAL 
THINKING ACTIVITIES



Workplace Connection
ÇCombine ideas and information

ÇMake decisions

See Lesson Planner for Annotations

ÇExercise leadership roles

ÇManage time

ÇComplete tasks as assigned

ÇInteract appropriately with team members

ÇCollect and gather information

ÇInterpret and communicate information

ÇApply technology



ULTIMATE COLLABORATION 

Ultimate 
Collaboration is 
when students 

work out 
solutions to 

problems (PBL).
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